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Introduction

I EEE R E R R R E R I N N

The New Cenlury Readings series is a new caneept in
supplementary reading practice for Intermediate siudents. Each
reader provides students of Fnglish as a foreign language wiith a
highly motivating, carefully selected series of articles on a wide
variety of topics.

All of the articles have heen apecially writlen Lo conform to a
carefully graded voecabulary. British linglish spelling and
grammatical constructions are used throughout the series.

LANGUAGE CONTROL

The language control is based on an analysis of the word lists and
grammalical and functional English syllabuses cu rrently in use,
and follows on, with Wadequate revision, from courses used in
Elementary classes, It assumes the students have completed an
Elementary Level coursc.

New Century Readings is organised into 3 levels.

— vocig:jfmw Nigewlﬁ? ® EXTENT OF PASSAGE glFuﬂﬂh?IETF;
up to 150
2 600 6 150 - 200 20
3 Q00 7 251 - 300 20

Level Dne: 300 Core words

At Lhis level, the 300 most commonly used words in English are
used freely, and 5 or 6 new words are introduced in each unit to
meet the content requiremoents of the articles.

Level Two: 600 Core words

The same control is exercised at this Level as at the Level One
except that the number of words that are used freely is increased to
600, and 6 or 7 new words are introduced in cach unit,



Level Threa: 900 Core words

The same control 13 exercised at this Level as al Level Two excopt
that the number of words that arc uscd freely is inercased 1o 900,
and 7 or & new words are introduced in each unit.

At each level the new words introduced in the previous level are
also used freely. By the end of the course, therefore, the stu dents
will have acquired a vocabulary of at least 1, 260 words.

CONTENT

There arve 20 articles in each hook. The length of the articles
increases as the language level becomes more difficult. For
example, at T.evel One the passages are between 150 and 200
words in length. By Level Three, they arc between 250 and 300
words in length.

The topics are of wide general interest and range from articles
about famous people to stories of how well-known brand names,
such as Macdonald’s, Coca Cola, etc., came into being. There are
‘tyue’ stories from Lhe supernatural; insights into the lives of great
composers, writers and artists; fascinating details from the world
of fashion, popular music and so on.

The topics have been chosen o satisfy the interests of modern
voung people. The information contained in each article is also of
cducational value, and coniributes not only to the students’
understanding of the modern world, but, exposes them to uscful,
highly ‘eontemporary’ vocabulary not found in more traditional
reader series.
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EXERCISES

The New Century Readings series has been erealed in such a way
that 1t can be used as a develapmentul tool, ov, more formally, us
texts for improving comprehension skills and acquiring vocabulary.

Fixcept at Level One, al which there are fewer exercises, the
exercises [ollow a similar format in each unit though there are
variations to provide varicty. They are designed to test not only an
understanding of how the now words arc used in the context of Lhe
passage but to give the students an opportunity 10 use this new
vocabulary 1n a different context.

The Comprehension excrcises require the students to demonstrate
that they have understood not only the gist of the passage - what
csasentially it is all about - (The Main ldea) - but ulso to show that
Lhey have fully undersinod all the information presented in the
passage. Thuse exerciges also provide students with epportunilios
Lo write correct English.

The Piclure Comprehension exercise requires the studenis to use
their underastanding of the passage and maich it to a vigual
presemiation of an important fact contained in the passage. They
are also asked to write simple explanations of why one picture is
true about the gtory and the other pictures are not. This is another
form of guided writing and one that many students will enjoy as 1t
has a puzzle element.

Finally, the students must provide a summary of the passage. Thig
exercige requires them to demonstrate their comprehension of the
passage as & whole, and also a knowledge of the correct forms of
the words to be used.

A key to the excreises i3 available to teachers. This kev also
contains the complete word list for all levels of the series.

Ken Metheold
Heather Jones
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NEW
___CENTURY

READINGS WE™"TR

Continuing from level one,
this book has an increased
core vacabulary ol 600
words and teaches 6 new
words per unit in passages
af 150 - 200 words in
lenglh.

Students and teachers
alike will love the variety
of passages and
comprehension system
thyvoughout this book,

NEW
__ CENTURY

READINGS

LEVEL 3

Continuing on from

level 2, we now move inlo
core vocabulary of 900
words and passages of
between 250 and 300
words in length. Following
on with its structure as
before, this book is
designed to appeal to those
at a higher language level,
bidding to increase the
students vocabulary power
even more.
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